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Katarzyna Krysia
yWhat tells US the Foksal | Living Archives about the
The Foksal Gallery Of Galeria Foksal is @ small non-oommero\a\ art gallery in \Warsaw, Poland estab\\shed in
1966, that showsS works by contemporary avant—garde artists
Foksal Gallery was founded N 1966. The idea of founding a gallery with a
focus on gearching © t and h\gh\'\ght'\ng radical approaches {0 Contemporary
art, was de\/e\oped py art critics, such as \Wiestaw BorowskKl, Anka
Ptaszkowska, Mariusz Tchorek, and artists, including TadeusZ Kantor, Henryk
T ALK_ Stazewskl, Zbigniew Gostomsk!, Edward Krasinskl and Roman owidzki
5 The gallery was named after the street ot the end of which it can be foun
Foksal Gallery has never identified tself with just one a\/ant—garde artistiC
MOnday l l movement or a group following @ defined artistic programme', rather it
has preferred to outline certain |landmarks in the specifiC geography of
modernm art. As a rule, the gallery fully cooperates with artists in shapingd
of exhibitions Close relations tween critics and artists,
s have '\nt\uenoed the design of some
the sense

5 00 pm II oxhibitions and
Sparta fOOm 2" 6 cl>t _Zthe gallery’s activity (Theory of Place | Teoria miejsca: |
ywe archiwum Many O the gallery’s presentat\ons, demonstrat\ons,
qctions Of activities were p\oneer'\ng and have become part of the history
of art. Man \nternat\ona\ artists have oll porated with Foksal (like TadeusZz
Kantor, Henryk gStazewsKl, Edward Krasinskl, Zbigniew Gostomskl, |awrence
Wiener, Daniel Buren; Ben Vautier, Christian Boltanski Of Alan Charlton)
\n the beginning Foksal Gallery WasS run by \Wiestaw BorowsKl, Anka
Ptaszkowska and Mariusz Tchorek, and later, for nearly 35 years, it was
nominally directed only by \Wiesta Borowski. In the 1970s the gallery CO-
perated with art crtic ndrze) Turowski, |ater joined by Milada Slizinska,
Jaromir Jedlinski and others.
The archives of the gallery are open 10 the public and are used by @ wide
Katarzyna Krysiak is @l art his- circle of art critics and art esearchers, and also bY sociologists and cultural
torian an curator. She has hea- anthropo\og'\sts.
ded the FO sal Gallery I \Warsaw From the outset Eoksal Gallery has been a not—tor—prot'\t project. As a public
as the Chief curator since 20083, institution, it went through yarious stages of reorgan'\sat'\on shaped bY top-
where she works since 2002. To- down decisions. Until 1984 it operated within the structures of the Visual
gether with Katherine Carl (James Arts Studio (Praoown'\e Sztuk P\astyoznyoh), and later it came under the
Gallery CUNY) and David S€- direction Of the V\Iarsaw Agency for rt_Exn'\b'\t'\ons Currently, it1S @ part of
qior (MoMA, NYC) she curated the \\/\azovran |nstitute of Culture (pre\r\ous Mazovian Centre for Co\ture
an oxhibition Thoughts solated: and Arts) financed DY the Marshal Office of the Province of Mazov'a
The Foksal Ga“ew Archive 1966- In 1997 the Foksal Gallery Foundation was formed (DY Adam Szymozyk,
2016, presented in the James Andrzej P J M . -
j Pr ywara, oanna ytkowska) to widen the scope f activities
Gallery UNY, N Con Novem— of the gallery Initially pased within the Foksal Gallery, the Foksal Gallery
ber—Deoember 2016, which 15 now Eoundation M od out in 2001 and NOW operates, as an \ndependent an
on view at MoMA, \Warsaw until commercial entity, that has othing to do with the Eoksal Gallery activities
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